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Much of the woodland at Gibside is SSSI. The site is designated due to the reptile R_dﬁ

O 7
= == %‘3 ] /
) 56. /
;,;j,/ -/( Woodlangd

and amphibian assemblages as well as invertebrate communities. It is also
important for nine species of bats, badgers, roe deer and until recently, red
squirrels.

Unfortunately the reptile species, red squirrel and hazel dormouse have not been

seen at Gibside for a number of years, however, habitats will continue to be
managed to favour these species, allowing any remnant populations to expand
or any migrating populations to recolonise the site.

Restructuring of the woodlands will aim to encourage a diversity of habitat
including open ground. Tree regeneration will favour coppiced hazel for
dormouse, should they ever return. Birch will be encouraged to flourish
alongside other small seeded native broadleaved trees to support red squirrel
populations should they return.
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