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The aim of this plan is to provide a ten year programme of woodland management that will meet the aims and objectives of the National Trust at Gibside in Gateshead. The detail of the plan focusses on 
tree thinning and felling works at the site. This plans should be considered in the context of the following additional plans: Gibside Forest Design Plan.Forestry Commission North East Region. Last 
reviewed 2013 (next review due 2018); Gibside Conservation Management Plan. Simpson and Brown. 2013; Gibside Nature Conservation Plan.National Trust. 2017.

Background to the Woodlands at Gibside

Gibside estate covers 291 hectares. 133.69ha are wooded and farmland covers 139.41ha, the remaining 17.9ha is formal gardens.
aǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǊȅ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǘΩs hŀǊǾŜǎǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ΨCƻǊŜǎǘ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ tƭŀƴΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
the Forestry Commission.

This woodland plan covers 45.8ha over 9 compartments that are currently under the control of the National Trust and those areas that the Forestry Commission will harvest during the period covered by this plan. 

Gibside is located in the Lower Derwent Valley. It is an area of Gateshead that is populated in villages including Rowlands Gill and WinlatonMill to the north east, Burnopfieldto the south and Sunnisideand Whickhamto the 
east.  These  villages are linked to the mining, iron work and coke work industry of the past. 

There are areas of farmland, ancient semi-natural woodland along the river banks and at ThornleyWoods, Forestry Commission plantations at ChopwellWood and SpenBurn Wood. The valley becomes more urban with 
industrial estates, roads and motorways only 3km downstream of Gibside. Further upstream the valley becomes more rural as it extends up to the Derwent Reservoir.

Much of the site sits within the Gibside Conservation area containing Grade 1 Parks and Gardens of special Historic Interest.More information about these can be seen at appendix 3. 

DƛōǎƛŘŜΩǎhabitats form part of the wildlife corridor of the valley, helping to connect woodlands and farmlands.  There is evidence that bats, otters, roe deer, birds of prey and smaller birds benefit from the wildlife corridors that 
link up the landscape. There are areas of SSSI and Local Wildlife Site on the estate.

Areas of recent tree planting in the Hall Dene, Hollow Walk woodland, West Wood and Leap Mill Burn Valley  aims to restore PAWS woodland to native broadleaf woodland Where natural regeneration has been allowed in 
Snipes Dene it has not been as successful as hoped so to reach the stocking density of 1100 trees per hectare we have had to plant trees here too.

Where steep-sided valleys and cliffs could not easily be planted or altered there are remnants of ancient semi-natural woodland,as indicated by the age and species of trees and other woodland flora.
Many of the veteran trees at Gibside grow in the Inner Pleasure Grounds or close to paths and tracks.  This means tree safetymanagement work takes place and deadwood and cracked branches are removed.  So the few 
veteran trees that can be left to retrench and dieback naturally are rare.

The property lies on the south-east side of the valley of the River Derwent, a major river draining into the River Tyne a few kmfurther north. The property includes land in the valley bottom and a section of moderately sloping 
north-west-ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ƘƛƭƭǎƛŘŜ ŀōƻǾŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ŘƛǎǎŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ {ƴƛǇŜΩǎ 5ŜƴŜΣ ŀ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ǎǘŜŜǇ-sided valley towards the north-east end of the property, and by the more shallow valley of the LeapmillBurn at the south-west end.

The estate is underlain by Upper Carboniferous Coal Measures covered by varying depth of glacial drift. Sands and gravels of probable glacial or fluvioglacialorigin occur along the edge of the valley bottom. Lower lying parts of 
the latter are covered in river alluvium.

Soils are mapped by the Soil Survey of England & Wales (1983) as the Brickfield 3 Association. This is widespread throughout Northern England, the north Midlands and North Wales. It comprises mainly loamy and clayey 
textured soils with impeded drainage (stagnogleys). Other soils occur where the drift thins, for example within the woodland at the north end of the property, where it appears from the vegetation that there are better drained 
brown earths and brown podzolicsoils which have become acidic as the result of leaching.
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